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CXXIII. [Nichols.}

SWIFT TO DEAN ATTERBURY

September i, 1711,
SIR,1

I CONGRATULATE with the College, the University, and
the kingdom, and condole with myself, upon your new
dignity.2 The virtue I would affect by putting my own
Interests out of the case, has failed me In this juncture. I
only consider that I shall want your conversation, your
friendship, your protection, and your good offices, when I
can least spare them. I would have come among the crowd
of those who make you compliments on this occasion, If I
could have brought a cheerful countenance with me. I am
full of envy. It Is too much, In so bad an age, for a person
so.inclined, and so able to do good, to have so great a
scene of showing his Inclination and abilities.

If great Ministers take up this exploded custom of re-
warding merit, I must retire to Ireland, and wait for better
times. The College and you ought to pray for another
change at Court, otherwise I can easily foretell that their
joy and your quiet will be short. Let me advise you to
place your books In moveable cases: lay in no great stock
of wine, nor make any great alterations in your lodgings
at Christ Church, unless you are sure they are such as your
successor will approve and pay for. I am afraid the poor

1 When Swift made the acquaintance of Atterbury is not ascer-
tained. But It seems probable, from the allusion to that accomplished
man in Swift's letter to Hunter (supra, p. 135, n. i), that they were
not personally known to each other until political sympathy brought
them together, and that they met about eight months before, when
Atterbury's name is for the first time mentioned In the Journal to
Stella In connection with a visit paid to him by Swift ("Prose
Works/ ii, 95). During Swift's sojourn at Chelsea, where Atterbury
resided, their leisure hours were often spent together, and their
acquaintance ripened Into the intimacy of friendship.

* Atterbury, who had been previously Dean of Carlisle, was then
appointed Dean of Christ Church (see "Prose Works,'3 ix, 19). To
that dignity, which had been for a long time vacant, he had been
designated many months before, and during the summer he had con-
fided to Swift that he was " heartily angry73 at being kept in suspense
ii, 197).. i.ed, the Karl of Wharton acted similarly in the case of
